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rumoured death of Vasavadatta, Vatsa, renounces the world and becomes an ascetic. This incident accounts for the title of the play. The heroine, desparate in winning the hand of the king, attempts suicide at Prayag and the providential arrival of Vatsa at the same place and for the same purpose averts the tragedy and unites the lovers. The language of the play is fairly simple and the dramatic situations are interesting. There are clear marks of the influences of Harsha's Ratnavali in the play and verses from this are quoted by Anandavardhana of the 9th century A. D. Therefore the author inust have in all probability flourished in 8th century.
Murari
Murari, the author of Anargfaaragfaava is clearly referred to by the Kashmirian poet Ratnakara of the middle of the 9th century A.D. Murari quotes a verse from Bhavabhuti's Uttararamacharita. ThereforeMurari must be assigned to about the beginning of the 9th century* He is a profound scholar in all branches of learning and is known by the title, * Bala Valmiki/ The story of Anargharaghava deals with the theme of the Ramayana with some variations. The plot follows that of the Mahaviracharita of Bhavabhuti, through the dramatization is inferior to the latter. He repeats Bhavabhuti's device of making Ravana a disappointed suitor of Sita and employing the services of Surpanakha to bring about the banishment of Rama. Further the manner of Rama's slaying of Vali is considerably changed. An open battle takes place between